
GRADE LEVEL 8: SOCIAL STUDIES  
Overview of Units: 

 Native Americans and the Great Convergence  

 Colonization 

 American Revolution 

 Forming A New Nation 

 Westward Expansion & Industrialization 

 The Civil War  
 
Social studies in the middle grades has a different level/grade context each year. Grade eight includes an integrated focus on 
United States history. Regardless of the level/grade context, students incorporate each of the five areas of social studies in an 
integrated fashion to explore the content. 
 
In eighth grade, the social studies content is the study of American history from the beginning of time to the year 1873.   Students 
will learn about the history of the United States from the pre-Columbian era to Reconstruction.   The content also includes the 
uniqueness of American democracy, its political system, and the rights and responsibilities of U.S. citizens.   Another course of 
study is the rise of the American economic system, the impact of geography on U.S. development, and the diverse culture of 
America.    
 
The primary purpose of social studies is to help students develop the ability to make informed decisions as citizens of a culturally 
diverse, democratic society in an interdependent world. The skills and concepts found throughout this document reflect this 
purpose by promoting the belief that students must develop more than an understanding of social studies content. They must also 
be able to apply the content perspectives of several academic fields of the social studies to personal and public experiences. By 
stressing the importance of both content knowledge and its application, the social studies curriculum in Kentucky provides a 
framework that prepares students to become productive citizens. 
 
The social studies content standards at the middle school level are directly aligned with Kentucky's Academic Expectations. Social 
Studies standards are organized around five “Big Ideas” that are important to the discipline of social studies. The five Big Ideas in 
social studies are: Government and Civics, Cultures and Societies, Economics, Geography and Historical Perspective. The Big 
Ideas, which are more thoroughly explained in the pages that follow, are conceptual organizers that are the same at each grade 
level. This consistency ensures students have multiple opportunities throughout their school careers to develop skills and 
concepts linked to the Big Ideas.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
UNIT 1: NATIVE AMERICANS AND THE GREAT CONVERGENCE 
Essential Questions for this Unit:  

1.  How did climate change affect early peoples’ migrations?  

2.  Why was the idea of the Northwest Passage significant?  

3.  How did the “Great Convergence” affect the cultures of African, European, and Native peoples?  

CORE CONTENT STANDARDS 
Government and Civics  
SS-08-1.1.1 Students will compare 
purposes and sources of power in the 
most common forms of government 
(monarchy, democracy, republic).  
 
SS-08-1.1.2 Students will describe and 
give examples to support how democratic 
government in the United States prior to 
Reconstruction functioned to preserve 
and protect the rights (e.g., voting), 
liberty, and property of their citizens by 
making, enacting, and enforcing 
appropriate rules and laws (e.g., 
constitutions, laws, statutes).  
 
SS-08-1.3.1 Students will explain and give 
examples of how significant United States 
documents (Declaration of 
Independence, Constitution, Bill of 
Rights) established democratic principles 
and guaranteed certain rights for all 
citizens.  
 
Cultures and Societies 
SS-08-2.1.1 Students will explain how 
elements of culture (e.g., language, the 
arts, customs, beliefs, literature) defined 
specific groups in the United States prior 
to Reconstruction and resulted in unique 
perspectives. 
 
SS-08-2.2.1 Students will compare how 
cultures (United States prior to 
Reconstruction) developed social 
institutions (family, religion, education, 
government, economy) to respond to 
human needs, structure society and 
influence behavior.  

SS-08-2.3.1 Students will explain how conflict 
and competition (e.g., political, economic, 
religious, ethnic) occurred among individuals 
and groups in the United States prior to 
Reconstruction.  
 
SS-08-2.3.2 Students will explain how 
compromise and cooperation were possible 
choices to resolve conflict among individuals 
and groups prior to reconstruction.  
 
Economics  
SS-08-3.1.1 Students will explain and give 
examples of how scarcity required 
individuals, groups, and the government in 
the United States prior to Reconstruction to 
make decisions about how productive 
resources (natural resources, human 
resources, capital goods) were used.  
 
SS-08-3.2.1 Students will describe the 
economic system that developed in the 
United States prior to Reconstruction.  
 
SS-08-3.2.2 Students will explain how profit 
motivated individuals and groups to take risks 
in producing goods and services in the early 
United States prior to Reconstruction and 
influenced the growth of a free enterprise 
system  
 
SS-08-3.4.3 Students will explain how 
personal, national, and international 
economic activities were interdependent in 
the United States prior to 
Reconstruction.                                                  
 
 

 

Geography 
SS-08-4.1.1 Students will use a variety of 
geographic tools (maps, photographs, charts, 
graphs, databases) to interpret patterns and 
locations on Earth’s surface in United States 
history prior to Reconstruction. 
  
SS-08-4.2.1 Students will describe how regions in 
the U.S. prior to Reconstruction were made 
distinctive by human characteristics (e.g., dams, 
roads, urban centers) and physical 
characteristics (e.g., mountains, bodies of water) 
that created advantages and disadvantages for 
human activities (e.g., exploration, migration, 
trade, settlement).  
 
SS-08-4.3.1 Students will describe patterns of 
human settlement in the United States prior to 
Reconstruction and explain how these patterns 
were influenced by human needs.  
 
SS-08-4.3.2 Students will explain why and give 
examples of how human populations changed 
and/or migrated because of factors such as war, 
disease, economic opportunity, and technology 
in the United States prior to Reconstruction.  
 
SS-08-4.4.3 Students will explain how the natural 
resources of a place or region impacted its 
political, social, and economic development in 
the United States prior to Reconstruction. 

 Historical Perspective  
SS-08-5.1.1 Students will use a variety of tools 
(e.g., primary and secondary sources) to describe 
and explain historical events and conditions and 
to analyze the perspectives of different 
individuals and groups (e.g., gender, race, region, 
ethnic group, age, economic status, religion, 
political group) in U.S. history prior to 
Reconstruction.  
 
SS-08-5.1.2 Students will explain how history is a 
series of connected events shaped by multiple 
cause-and-effect relationships and give examples 
of those relationships.  
 
SS-08-5.2.1 Students will explain events and 
conditions that led to the "Great Convergence" of 
European, African, and Native American people 
beginning in the late 15th century, and analyze 
how America's diverse society developed as a 
result of these events.  
 
SS-08-5.2.2 Students will explain and give 
examples of how the ideals of equality and 
personal liberty (rise of individual rights, 
economic freedom, religious diversity) that 
developed during the colonial period were 
motivations for the American Revolution and 
proved instrumental in the development of a new 
nation.   
 
SS-08-5.2.3 Students will explain how the growth 
of democracy and geographic expansion occurred 
and were significant to the development of the 
United States prior to Reconstruction. 
 

 



Specific 
Content Area 

Vocabulary/Concepts/Skills/CLTs 
 

Activities/Resources Assessments 

NATIVE 
AMERICANS AND 

THE GREAT 
CONVERGENCE 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 Land bridge 

 Migration 

 Culture 

 Environment 

 Northwest Passage 

 Charter 

 Great Convergence 

 Columbian Exchange 

 

CLTs:  

 I can explain how Native American tribes adapted to 

living in their environment.   

 

• I can describe how competition and the motivation for 

profit among European governments led to conflicts over 

the Americas. 

 

 I can use a map to locate regions, major landforms, and 

waterways of the U.S. 

 

 I can describe how major landforms and water forms 

affect human activities. 

 

 I can explain how natural resources promote and limit 

political, social, and economic development. 

 

• I can explain and discuss why the Europeans explored 

and colonized the New World.   

 

• I can use primary and secondary sources to analyze the 

perspectives of, and effects on, Africans, Europeans, and 

Native Americans during the “Great Convergence.”  

 
• I can explain how the Great Convergence of Europeans, 

Africans and Native Americans led to American’s diverse 

culture.   

 

 

 

 

TCI:  

•  TCI, History Alive! The United States through Industrialism, 

2011 (hereafter designated as TCI USI), Chapter 1, “The 

Native Americans,” conflicts over the Americas pp. xx-15  

•  TCI Online, “The First Americans.”  

• History Alive! USTI, pp. 25-45.  

Other:  

• History: Native Americans, University Libraries, University 

of Washington  

• Native American History: Primary Documents, Nebraska 

Partnership for American History Education, University of 

Nebraska, Lincoln  

• Medieval Sourcebook:  

• Christopher Columbus: Extracts from Journal  

• The Great Age of Exploration 1400-1550, Discovery 

Learning (video – 30:55)   

• Zinn Education Project,  The People vs .Columbus,  et al.   

• Digital History, excerpts from  The Black History by 

Bartolome de las Casas.   

• The New World: Encountered, Discovery Education (video – 

26:00)  

-Kids Discover: Explorers Magazine 

-Compare maps from the time of explorers to present day 

maps. 

-Construct timelines 

-Research exploration by specific countries and present to the 

class in small groups 

-Create a map using various explorers-WTL Columbus 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 On-Going 

Formative 

Assessments in the 

form of 

flashbacks/entrance 

slips/exit slips/etc. 

 

 Teacher Created 

Summative 

Assessment 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

UNIT 2: COLONIZATION  
 

Essential Questions for this Unit:  

1.  Why did Europeans choose to be involved in the African slave trade?   

2.  How can competition create conflict? How does the distinct geography of regions impact human activity?  
 
CORE CONTENT STANDARDS 
Government and Civics  
SS-08-1.1.1 Students will compare 
purposes and sources of power in the 
most common forms of government 
(monarchy, democracy, republic).  
 
SS-08-1.1.2 Students will describe and 
give examples to support how democratic 
government in the United States prior to 
Reconstruction functioned to preserve 
and protect the rights (e.g., voting), 
liberty, and property of their citizens by 
making, enacting, and enforcing 
appropriate rules and laws (e.g., 
constitutions, laws, statutes).  
 
SS-08-1.3.1 Students will explain and give 
examples of how significant United States 
documents (Declaration of 
Independence, Constitution, Bill of 
Rights) established democratic principles 
and guaranteed certain rights for all 
citizens.  
 
Cultures and Societies 
SS-08-2.1.1 Students will explain how 
elements of culture (e.g., language, the 
arts, customs, beliefs, literature) defined 
specific groups in the United States prior 
to Reconstruction and resulted in unique 
perspectives. 
 
SS-08-2.2.1 Students will compare how 
cultures (United States prior to 
Reconstruction) developed social 
institutions (family, religion, education, 
government, economy) to respond to 
human needs, structure society and 
influence behavior.  

SS-08-2.3.1 Students will explain how conflict 
and competition (e.g., political, economic, 
religious, ethnic) occurred among individuals 
and groups in the United States prior to 
Reconstruction.  
 
SS-08-2.3.2 Students will explain how 
compromise and cooperation were possible 
choices to resolve conflict among individuals 
and groups prior to reconstruction.  
 
Economics  
SS-08-3.1.1 Students will explain and give 
examples of how scarcity required 
individuals, groups, and the government in 
the United States prior to Reconstruction to 
make decisions about how productive 
resources (natural resources, human 
resources, capital goods) were used.  
 
SS-08-3.2.1 Students will describe the 
economic system that developed in the 
United States prior to Reconstruction.  
 
SS-08-3.2.2 Students will explain how profit 
motivated individuals and groups to take risks 
in producing goods and services in the early 
United States prior to Reconstruction and 
influenced the growth of a free enterprise 
system  
 
SS-08-3.4.3 Students will explain how 
personal, national, and international 
economic activities were interdependent in 
the United States prior to 
Reconstruction.                                                  
 
 

 

Geography 
SS-08-4.1.1 Students will use a variety of 
geographic tools (maps, photographs, charts, 
graphs, databases) to interpret patterns and 
locations on Earth’s surface in United States 
history prior to Reconstruction. 
  
SS-08-4.2.1 Students will describe how regions in 
the U.S. prior to Reconstruction were made 
distinctive by human characteristics (e.g., dams, 
roads, urban centers) and physical 
characteristics (e.g., mountains, bodies of water) 
that created advantages and disadvantages for 
human activities (e.g., exploration, migration, 
trade, settlement).  
 
SS-08-4.3.1 Students will describe patterns of 
human settlement in the United States prior to 
Reconstruction and explain how these patterns 
were influenced by human needs.  
 
SS-08-4.3.2 Students will explain why and give 
examples of how human populations changed 
and/or migrated because of factors such as war, 
disease, economic opportunity, and technology 
in the United States prior to Reconstruction.  
 
SS-08-4.4.3 Students will explain how the natural 
resources of a place or region impacted its 
political, social, and economic development in 
the United States prior to Reconstruction. 

 Historical Perspective  
SS-08-5.1.1 Students will use a variety of tools 
(e.g., primary and secondary sources) to describe 
and explain historical events and conditions and 
to analyze the perspectives of different 
individuals and groups (e.g., gender, race, region, 
ethnic group, age, economic status, religion, 
political group) in U.S. history prior to 
Reconstruction.  
 
SS-08-5.1.2 Students will explain how history is a 
series of connected events shaped by multiple 
cause-and-effect relationships and give examples 
of those relationships.  
 
SS-08-5.2.1 Students will explain events and 
conditions that led to the "Great Convergence" of 
European, African, and Native American people 
beginning in the late 15th century, and analyze 
how America's diverse society developed as a 
result of these events.  
 
SS-08-5.2.2 Students will explain and give 
examples of how the ideals of equality and 
personal liberty (rise of individual rights, 
economic freedom, religious diversity) that 
developed during the colonial period were 
motivations for the American Revolution and 
proved instrumental in the development of a new 
nation.   
 
SS-08-5.2.3 Students will explain how the growth 
of democracy and geographic expansion occurred 
and were significant to the development of the 
United States prior to Reconstruction. 
 

 



Specific 
Content Area 

 

Vocabulary/Concepts/Skills/CLTs Activities/Resources Assessments 

COLONIZATION 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 Jamestown 

 Indentured 

 Servants 

 Slave Codes 

 Puritans 

 Dissenters 

 Mayflower Compact 

 Pilgrims 

 Triangular trade 

 Quakers  

 
CLTs: 

 I can explain the early relationship of the English 

settlers to the indigenous peoples, or Indians, in North 

America, including the differing views on ownership or 

use of land and the conflicts between them (e.g., the 

Pequot and King Philip’s Wars in New England).   

 

 

 I can, on a map of North America, identify the first 13 

colonies and describe how regional differences in 

climate, types of farming, populations, and sources of 

labor shaped their economies and societies through the 

18th century.   

 

 

 I can explain the economic, cultural, geographical and 

political characteristics for the following:   

        o New England colonies   

        o Middle colonies   

        o Southern colonies   

 

 I can compare the similarities and differences between 

the New England, Middle and Southern colonies.   

 

 I can explain the causes of the establishment of slavery 

in North America.  

 

 I can describe the harsh conditions of the Middle 

Passage and slave life, and the responses of slaves to their 

condition.  

- TCI:  

• TCI USI, Chapter 2, “European Exploration and Settlement,” 

pp. 27-32.  

• TCI USI, Chapter 2, “European Exploration and Settlement,” 

pp. 27-32  

• TCI Online, “European  Exploration  and Settlement.”   

• “The  English  Colonies  in  North  America  –   

Other:  

• The Transatlantic Slave Trade, The Transatlantic Slave Trade 

Database.  

•  Teachers' Domain,  “From Slavery to Freedom in Colonial 

Times”  

 

 On-Going 

Formative 

Assessments in the 

form of 

flashbacks/entrance 

slips/exit slips/etc. 

 

 Teacher Created 

Summative 

Assessment 

 

 

 



 

 
UNIT 3: THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION 
 

*Essential Questions: 

1.  How can competition for land and resources lead to conflict?   

2.  Why did some colonists resist British policies?   

3.  Why would the colonies want independence?   

4.  How does the Declaration of Independence provide the foundation for our government?  

5.  How did different groups support independence?  

6.  How will the relationships between the new United States and Europe change? 
CORE CONTENT STANDARDS 
Government and Civics  
SS-08-1.1.1 Students will compare 
purposes and sources of power in the 
most common forms of government 
(monarchy, democracy, republic).  
 
SS-08-1.1.2 Students will describe and 
give examples to support how democratic 
government in the United States prior to 
Reconstruction functioned to preserve 
and protect the rights (e.g., voting), 
liberty, and property of their citizens by 
making, enacting, and enforcing 
appropriate rules and laws (e.g., 
constitutions, laws, statutes).  
 
SS-08-1.3.1 Students will explain and give 
examples of how significant United States 
documents (Declaration of 
Independence, Constitution, Bill of 
Rights) established democratic principles 
and guaranteed certain rights for all 
citizens.  
 
Cultures and Societies 
SS-08-2.1.1 Students will explain how 
elements of culture (e.g., language, the 
arts, customs, beliefs, literature) defined 
specific groups in the United States prior 
to Reconstruction and resulted in unique 
perspectives. 
 
SS-08-2.2.1 Students will compare how 
cultures (United States prior to 

SS-08-2.3.1 Students will explain how conflict 
and competition (e.g., political, economic, 
religious, ethnic) occurred among individuals 
and groups in the United States prior to 
Reconstruction.  
 
SS-08-2.3.2 Students will explain how 
compromise and cooperation were possible 
choices to resolve conflict among individuals 
and groups prior to reconstruction.  
 
Economics  
SS-08-3.1.1 Students will explain and give 
examples of how scarcity required 
individuals, groups, and the government in 
the United States prior to Reconstruction to 
make decisions about how productive 
resources (natural resources, human 
resources, capital goods) were used.  
 
SS-08-3.2.1 Students will describe the 
economic system that developed in the 
United States prior to Reconstruction.  
 
SS-08-3.2.2 Students will explain how profit 
motivated individuals and groups to take risks 
in producing goods and services in the early 
United States prior to Reconstruction and 
influenced the growth of a free enterprise 
system  
 
SS-08-3.4.3 Students will explain how 
personal, national, and international 
economic activities were interdependent in 

Geography 
SS-08-4.1.1 Students will use a variety of 
geographic tools (maps, photographs, charts, 
graphs, databases) to interpret patterns and 
locations on Earth’s surface in United States 
history prior to Reconstruction. 
  
SS-08-4.2.1 Students will describe how regions in 
the U.S. prior to Reconstruction were made 
distinctive by human characteristics (e.g., dams, 
roads, urban centers) and physical 
characteristics (e.g., mountains, bodies of water) 
that created advantages and disadvantages for 
human activities (e.g., exploration, migration, 
trade, settlement).  
 
SS-08-4.3.1 Students will describe patterns of 
human settlement in the United States prior to 
Reconstruction and explain how these patterns 
were influenced by human needs.  
 
SS-08-4.3.2 Students will explain why and give 
examples of how human populations changed 
and/or migrated because of factors such as war, 
disease, economic opportunity, and technology 
in the United States prior to Reconstruction.  
 
SS-08-4.4.3 Students will explain how the natural 
resources of a place or region impacted its 
political, social, and economic development in 
the United States prior to Reconstruction. 

 Historical Perspective  
SS-08-5.1.1 Students will use a variety of tools 
(e.g., primary and secondary sources) to describe 
and explain historical events and conditions and 
to analyze the perspectives of different 
individuals and groups (e.g., gender, race, region, 
ethnic group, age, economic status, religion, 
political group) in U.S. history prior to 
Reconstruction.  
 
SS-08-5.1.2 Students will explain how history is a 
series of connected events shaped by multiple 
cause-and-effect relationships and give examples 
of those relationships.  
 
SS-08-5.2.1 Students will explain events and 
conditions that led to the "Great Convergence" of 
European, African, and Native American people 
beginning in the late 15th century, and analyze 
how America's diverse society developed as a 
result of these events.  
 
SS-08-5.2.2 Students will explain and give 
examples of how the ideals of equality and 
personal liberty (rise of individual rights, 
economic freedom, religious diversity) that 
developed during the colonial period were 
motivations for the American Revolution and 
proved instrumental in the development of a new 
nation.   
 
SS-08-5.2.3 Students will explain how the growth 
of democracy and geographic expansion occurred 
and were significant to the development of the 
United States prior to Reconstruction. 



Reconstruction) developed social 
institutions (family, religion, education, 
government, economy) to respond to 
human needs, structure society and 
influence behavior.  

the United States prior to 
Reconstruction.                                                  
 
 

 

 

 

Specific 
Content Area 

 

Vocabulary/Concepts/Skills/CLTs Activities/Resources Assessments 

THE AMERICAN 
REVOLUTION 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Events Leading to the Revolutionary War 

 Causes and effects of the French and Indian War 

 Economic systems in the Colonies 

 British actions against the colonists (i.e., 

Proclamation of 1763, Taxation Without 

Representation, Stamp Act, Intolerable/Coercive 

Acts, Boston Tea Party, Quartering Act, Tea Act, 

Boycott, Boston Massacre) 

 “Join or Die” Cartoon 

 Patrick Henry “Give Me Liberty or Give Me Death” 

 First Continental Congress 

 Sons of Liberty 

 Common Sense 

 Significant people (i.e., Samuel Adams, George 

Washington, Thomas Paine, John Adams, Benjamin 

Franklin, Thomas Jefferson) 

 Loyalists 

 Patriots 

 Second Continental Congress 

 Declaration Independence 

 Propaganda 

 Resolutions 

The American Revolution 

 Lexington and Concord 

 Minutemen 

 Redcoats 

 Paul Revere’s Midnight Ride 

 Battle of Bunker Hill 

 Siege 

 Ethan Hale  

 Civilians Role in the War (including women and 

African-Americans) 

 Major Battles of the American Revolution 

TCI:  

• TCI USI, Chapter 5, “Toward Independence,” pp. 72-76  

• TCI Online,  “Toward  Independence, ”  processing activity  

• TCI USI, Chapter 7, “The American Revolution,” pp. 86-101  

• TCI Online,  “The  American  Revolution .”   

Other:  

• www.digitalvaults.org  

• http://docsteach.org  “Revolution and the New Nation: Events 

of the War for Independence”  

• Proclamation of 1763, US History.org  

• PBS: “The War That Made America” Timeline of the French 

and Indian War  

• Gilder-Lehrman Institute of American 

History,  “George  Washington’s  French  and  Indian  War” . 

essay by Theodore J. Crackel  

• Mission U.S. “For Crown or Colony” www.mission-us.org  

KET 

Encyclomedia,  “The  Revolutionary  War  Series:  The  Events

  Leading  Up  to  War.”  (22:00)  http://www.archives.gov/  

• education/lessons/revolution-images/  

• http://docsteach.org  “Revolution and the New Nation: 

Analyzing and Interpreting the Big Ideas of the Declaration of 

Independence  

• National Park Service,  Lexington and Concord: A Legacy of 

Conflict.  

-Kids Discover American Revolution Magazine 

-Loyalists and Patriots Debate 

-Kids Discover 1776 Magazine 

-Read Johnny Tremain and relate the issues to the study of 

history (watch video also) 

-Create a timeline of George Washington’s life, causes of the 

Revolution, Battles of the War 

-Read out of anthology book: Thomas Paine’s Common Sense, 

Longfellow’s Midnight Ride of Paul Revere 

 On-Going 

Formative 

Assessments in the 

form of 

flashbacks/entrance 

slips/exit slips/etc. 

 

 Teacher Created 

Summative 

Assessment 

 

 

 



 Significant people (i.e., George Washington, 

Thomas Paine, John Adams, Benjamin Franklin, 

Thomas Jefferson, Marquis de Lafayette, 

Benedict Arnold, Molly Pitcher) 

 Battle of Yorktown 

 Treaty of Paris 

 

CLTs: 

• I can explain the reasons for the French and Indian  

War and how it led to an overhaul of British imperial 

policy.  

• I can describe the importance of the following events 

and/or policies, and the colonial response to them:  

              o Sugar Act (1764)  

              o Stamp Act (1765)  

              o Townsend Duties (1767)  

               o Tea Act (1773) and the Intolerable Acts 

(1774)  

              o the roles of the Stamp Act Congress, the Sons 

of Liberty, and the Boston Tea Party (1773)  

• I can explain what taxation without representation 

means and why it was so important in the fight for 

independence.  

• I can explain the beliefs of the 

             o Loyalists  

            o Patriots  

            o Neutralists  

• I can explain the meaning of the key ideas on equality, 

natural rights, the rule of law, and the purpose of 

government contained in the Declaration of 

Independence.  

• I can describe the causes and motivations of the 

revolutionary war.  

• I can describe the major battles of the Revolution and 

explain the factors leading to American victory and 

British defeat.  

• I can describe the life and achievements of important 

leaders during the Revolution and the early years of the 

United States. 

 

 

 

 

 

-Analyze the Boston Tea Party as an economic conflict 

 

Government & Civics Lessons (cool board game idea): 

 http://www.cyberlearning-

world.com/lessons/civics/lp.bill_to_law.htm 

 

Kids Discover: How America Works 

Kids Discover: The Constitution 

 

-Create a chart that shows the system of checks and balances in 

a home or school  

-List rights and responsibilities a person should have in a 

school setting 

-Recreate situations that have motivated Supreme Court 

decisions 

-Extension Activity: Colonial Times Newsletter 

 

 

 

http://www.cyberlearning-world.com/lessons/civics/lp.bill_to_law.htm
http://www.cyberlearning-world.com/lessons/civics/lp.bill_to_law.htm


UNIT 4: FORMING A NEW NATION 

 
*Essential Questions: 

1.  Why was it important for the Constitution to be ratified?   

2.   How does the Constitution define and limit our government?   

3.  How does the Constitution define the role of the citizen? 

4.  How do events define the role of government?   

5.  How might the United States define its place in the world? 
CORE CONTENT STANDARDS 

Government and Civics  
SS-08-1.1.1 Students will compare 
purposes and sources of power in the 
most common forms of government 
(monarchy, democracy, republic).  
 
SS-08-1.1.2 Students will describe 
and give examples to support how 
democratic government in the United 
States prior to Reconstruction 
functioned to preserve and protect 
the rights (e.g., voting), liberty, and 
property of their citizens by making, 
enacting, and enforcing appropriate 
rules and laws (e.g., constitutions, 
laws, statutes).  
 
SS-08-1.1.3 Students will describe 
and give examples of the ways the 
Constitution of the United States is a 
document that can be changed from 
time to time through both formal and 
informal processes (e.g., 
amendments, court cases, executive 
actions) to meet the needs of its 
citizens  
 
SS-08-2.3.2 Students will explain how 
compromise and cooperation were 
possible choices to resolve conflict 
among individuals and groups in the 
United States prior to 
Reconstruction.  

SS-08-1.2.1 Students will identify the 
three branches of government, describe 
their functions and analyze and give 
examples of the ways the U.S. 
Constitution separates power among the 
legislative, executive and judicial 
branches to prevent the concentration 
of political power and to establish a 
system of checks and balances.  
 
SS-08-1.2.2 Students will explain the 
reason why the powers of the state and 
national/federal governments are 
sometimes shared and sometimes 
separate (federalism) and give examples 
of shared and separate powers.  
 
SS-08-1.3.1 Students will explain and 
give examples of how significant 
documents (Declaration of 
Independence, Constitution, Bill of 
Rights) established democratic principles 
and guaranteed certain rights for all 
citizens.  
 
SS-08-1.3.2 Students will explain and 
give examples of how, in order for the 
U.S. government to function as a 
democracy, citizens must assume 
responsibilities (e.g., participating in 
community activities, voting in elections) 
and duties (e.g., obeying the law, paying 
taxes, serving on a jury, registering for 
the military).  

 

Cultures and Societies  
SS-08-2.3.1 Students will explain how 
conflict and competition (e.g., political, 
economic, religious, ethnic) occurred 
among individuals and groups in the United 
States prior to Reconstruction.  
 

Economics  
SS-08-3.2.1 Students will describe the 
economic system that developed in the 
United States prior to reconstruction  
SS-08-3.4.3 Students will explain how 
personal, national, and international 
economic activities were interdependent in 
the United States prior to Reconstruction.  
 
Historical Perspective  
SS-08-5.1.1 Students will use a variety of 
tools (e.g., primary and secondary sources) 
to describe and explain historical events 
and conditions and to analyze the 
perspectives of different individuals and 
groups (e.g., gender, race, region, ethnic 
group, age, economic status, religion, 
political group) in U.S. history prior to 
Reconstruction.   
 
Government and Civics  
SS-08-1.1.1 Students will compare purposes 
and sources of power in the most common 
forms of government (monarchy, 
democracy, republic).  
 
 

 SS-08-1.1.2 Students will describe and give 
examples to support how democratic 
government in the United States prior to 
Reconstruction functioned to preserve and 
protect the rights (e.g., voting), liberty, and 
property of their citizens by making, 
enacting, and enforcing appropriate rules 
and laws (e.g., constitutions, laws, statutes). 
  
SS-08-1.3.1 Students will explain and give 
examples of how significant United States 
documents (Declaration of Independence, 
Constitution, Bill of Rights) established 
democratic principles and guaranteed 
certain rights for all citizens.  
 
Cultures and Societies 
SS-08-2.1.1 Students will explain how 
elements of culture (e.g., language, the arts, 
customs, beliefs, literature) defined specific 
groups in the United States prior to 
Reconstruction and resulted in unique 
perspectives. 
 
SS-08-2.2.1 Students will compare how 
cultures (United States prior to 
Reconstruction) developed social institutions 
(family, religion, education, government, 
economy) to respond to human needs, 
structure society and influence behavior. 
 

 



Specific 
Content Area 

 

Vocabulary/Concepts/Skills/CLTs Activities/Resources Assessments 

The 
Constitution 

and  
the Bill of 

Rights 

 
Essential 

Questions: 

* Why was it 

important for the 

Constitution to 

be ratified?   

* How does the 

Constitution 

define and limit 

our 

government?   

* How does the 

Constitution 

define the role of 

the citizen? 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 Constitution (Bill of Rights, Branches of 

government, Levels of government, Checks and 

Balances) 

 suffrage 

 ratification 

 Northwest Ordinance, 

 Articles of Confederation 

 Tariffs 

 Depression 

 Shay’s Rebellion 

 Federalism 

 popular sovereignty 

 Three-Fifths compromise 

 Slavery 

 checks and balances 

 Great Compromise 

 Virginia Plan 

 New Jersey Plan 

 Bill of Rights 

 Unicameral and bicameral 

 James Madison 

 Naturalization 

 Citizen 

 electoral college 

  Judiciary Act of 1789 

 Alexander Hamilton, 

 Precedent 

 president 

 Purpose and function of governments 

 Purpose of a Democracy  

 Rights and Responsibilities of citizens 

 

 

CLTs: 

 I can explain how national and international conflicts 

revealed strengths and weaknesses of the organization of 

the U.S. government under the Articles of Confederation.  

• I can explain the reasons for the adoption of the Articles 

of Confederation in 1781 and for its later failure.  

TCI:  

• TCI, History Alive! The United States Through Industrialism, 

2011 (hereafter designated as TCI USI), Chapter 11, “Political 

Developments in the Early Republic,” pp. 144-154  

• TCI Online,  “Political Developments in the Early Republic”    

• TCI USI, Chapter 12, “Foreign Affairs in the Young Nation,” 

sections 12.1-2.4, pp. 160-165   

• TCI Online,  “Foreign Affairs in the Young Nation,” 

(Response Group, Dilemmas 1 and 2.)  

• “TCI USI, Chapter 14, “Andrew Jackson and the Growth of 

American Democracy,” pp. 184-195  

• TCI Online,  “Andrew  Jackson  and  the  Growth  of 

American Democracy”  (Visual Discovery)  

Other:  

• www.docsteach.org,  “The  Age  of  Jackson” activity  

• “ Stop Action and Assess Alternatives 

”http://teachinghistory.org/teaching-materials/teaching-

guides/24466  “   

 
 

 
 

 On-Going 

Formative 

Assessments in the 

form of 

flashbacks/entrance 

slips/exit slips/etc. 

 

 Teacher Created 

Summative 

Assessment 

 

 



• I can describe Shays’ Rebellion and explain why it was 

one of the crucial events leading to the Constitutional 

Convention.  

• I can identify the various leaders of the Constitutional  

Convention and describe the major issues they debated:  

     o distribution of political power  

     o rights of individuals  

     o rights of states  

     o the Great Compromise  

     o slavery  

• I can describe the basic political principles of American 

democracy and explain how the Constitution and the Bill 

of Rights reflect and preserve these principles. 

       o individual rights and responsibilities  

       o equality  

       o the rule of law  

       o limited government  

       o representative democracy  

• I can explain the three branches of government and how 

power is divided, checked and balanced between them.  

• I can explain the difference and the need for sharing and 

separating powers between the state and national 

governments.  

• I can describe how the Constitution is a living document 

because of how changes can be made through the 

amendment process.  

• I can explain the differences between various forms of 

government.  

• I can describe the importance of the Bill of Rights.  

• I can list and describe ways the Bill of Rights protects 

citizens.  

• I can explain why it is necessary for citizens to assume 

responsibilities and duties for a democracy to function. 

A Growing 
Democracy 

 

Essential 

Questions: 

 How do events 

define the role of 

government?   

 How might the 

United States 

define its place 

in the world? 

 Neutrality 

 Whiskey rebellion 

 XYZ Affair 

 War of 1812 

 Alien Sedition Act 

 Marbury v. Madison 

 War Hawks 

 Embargo 

 Impressment 

 

CLTs: 

• I can explain how Presidents helped develop and 

expand the American form of democracy.  

TCI:  

• TCI, History Alive! The United States Through Industrialism, 

2011 (hereafter designated as TCI USI), Chapter 11, “Political 

Developments in the Early Republic,” pp. 144-154  

• TCI Online,  “Political Developments in the Early Republic”    

• TCI USI, Chapter 12, “Foreign Affairs in the Young Nation,” 

sections 12.1-2.4, pp. 160-165   

• TCI Online,  “Foreign Affairs in the Young Nation,” 

(Response Group, Dilemmas 1 and 2.)  

• “TCI USI, Chapter 14, “Andrew Jackson and the Growth of 

American Democracy,” pp. 184-195  

• TCI Online,  “Andrew  Jackson  and  the  Growth  of 

American Democracy”  (Visual Discovery)  

 On-Going 

Formative 

Assessments in the 

form of 

flashbacks/entrance 

slips/exit slips/etc. 

 

 Teacher Created 

Summative 

Assessment 

 



 
 
 
 
 

• I can explain how and why political parties developed.  

• I can describe early elections and how they led to 

change in the electoral process.  

• I can explain how the American economic system 

impacted society and politics during the early 19th 

century.  

• I can explain why the War of 1812 was important to our 

growing sense of nationalism. 

Other:  

• www.docsteach.org,  “The  Age  of  Jackson” activity  

• “ Stop Action and Assess Alternatives 

”http://teachinghistory.org/teaching-materials/teaching-

guides/24466  “  
 

 

 

UNIT 5: WESTWARD EXPANSION AND THE INDUSTRIAL REVOLUTION 
*Essential Questions for this Unit:  

1.  How did the process of westward expansion work?   

2.  How did the Louisiana Purchase affect and effect the development of the United States?  

3.  How did growth of the United States impact Native Americans in the east and west? 

4.  How does culture develop in a marginalized group?   

5.  Why do some people in a society dedicate their lives to helping others? 

6.  Why did conflicts arise among different regions and the government of the United States?   

7.  How might advances in technology affect different levels of society?  

8.  How are different geographic regions interdependent on one another? 
CORE CONTENT STANDARDS 

Government and Civics  
SS-08-1.1.3 Students will describe 
and give examples of the ways the 
Constitution of the United States is a 
document that can be changed from 
time to time through both formal and 
informal processes (e.g., 
amendments, court cases, executive 
actions) to meet the needs of its 
citizens.  
Cultures and Societies  
SS-08-2.1.1 Students will explain how 
elements of culture (e.g., language, 
the arts, customs, beliefs, literature) 
defined specific groups in the United 
States prior to Reconstruction.  
SS-08-2.3.1 Students will explain how 
conflict and competition (e.g., 
political, economic, religious, ethnic) 
occurred among individuals and 
groups in the United States prior to 
Reconstruction.  

 Economics  
SS-08-3.1.1 Students will explain and 
give examples of how scarcity required 
individuals, groups, and the government 
in the United States prior to 
Reconstruction to make decisions about 
how productive resources (natural 
resources, human resources, capital 
goods) were used  
SS-08-3.2.1 Students will describe the 
economic system that developed in the 
United States prior to Reconstruction.  
SS-08-3.4.1 Students will explain ways in 
which the basic economic questions 
about the production, distribution, and 
consumption of goods were addressed in 
the United States prior to 
Reconstruction. 
SS-08-3.4.2 Students will describe how 
new knowledge, technology/tools, and 
specialization increased productivity in 
the United States prior to 
Reconstruction.  

Geography  
SS-08-4.1.1 Students will use a variety of 
geographic tools (maps, photographs, 
charts, graphs, databases) to interpret 
patterns and locations on Earth’s surface in 
the United States prior to Reconstruction.  
SS-08-4.2.1 Students will describe how 
regions in the United States were made 
distinctive by human characteristics (e.g., 
dams, roads, urban centers) and physical 
characteristics (e.g., mountains, bodies of 
water) that created advantages and 
disadvantages for human activities (e.g., 
exploration, migration, trade, settlement).  
SS-08-4.2.2 Students will describe how 
places and regions in United States history 
prior to Reconstruction changed over time 
as technologies, resources and knowledge 
became available.  
Historical Perspective  
SS-08-5.1.1 Students will use a variety of tools 
(e.g., primary and secondary sources) to 
describe and explain historical events and 
conditions and to analyze the perspectives of 
different individuals and groups (e.g., gender, 

SS-08-5.1.2 Students will explain how history is a 
series of connected events shaped by multiple 
cause-and-effect relationships and give examples 
of those relationships.  
SS-08-5.2.1 Students will explain events and 
conditions that led to the "Great Convergence" of 
European, African, and Native American people 
beginning in the late 15th century, and analyze 
how America's diverse society developed as a 
result of these events.  

SS-08-5.2.3 Students will explain how the 
growth of democracy and geographic 
expansion occurred and were significant to 
the development of the United States prior 
to Reconstruction.  
SS-08-5.2.4 Students will describe the 
political, social, economic, and cultural 
differences (e.g., slavery, tariffs, 
industrialism vs. agrarianism, federal vs. 
states’ rights) among sections of the U.S. and 
explain how these differences resulted in the 
American Civil War. 
 

 



SS-08-2.3.2 Students will explain how 
compromise and cooperation were 
possible choices to resolve conflict 
among individuals and groups in the 
United States prior to 
Reconstruction. 

SS-08-3.4.3 Students will explain how 
personal, national, and international 
economic activities were interdependent 
in the United States prior to 
Reconstruction.  

race, region, ethnic group, age, economic status, 
religion, political group) in U.S. history prior to 
Reconstruction.  

Specific 
Content Area 

Vocabulary/Concepts/Skills/CLTs 
 

Activities/Resources Assessments 

Manifest 
Destiny 

 

Essential 

Questions:  

*How did the 

process of 

westward 

expansion 

work?   

* How did the 

Louisiana 

Purchase affect 

and effect the 

development of 

the United 

States?  

*How did growth 

of the United 

States impact 

Native 

Americans in the 

east and west? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 Lewis and Clark 

 Louisiana Purchase 

 Sacagawea 

 Monroe Doctrine 

 Erie Canal 

 Trail of Tears 

 Texas Annexation 

 Manifest Destiny 

 Mexican American War 

 California Gold Rush 

 Gadsden Purchase 

 Treaty of Guadalupe 

 Forty-niner 

 

 

CLTs: 

• I can explain what Manifest Destiny is and why it is so 

important in the expansion of the United States.  

• I can describe the impact made to the growth of the 

United States by each of the following:  

       o Louisiana Purchase   

       o Texas Annexation  

       o Mexican Cession  

       o Oregon Territory  

       o Gasden Purchase  

• I can explain why people were motivated to move and 

settle in these new lands as well as how it affected the 

Native American population.  

• I can explain what new occupations, industries, and 

opportunities developed as a result of these new areas. 

TCI:  

• TCI USI, Chapter 15, “Manifest Destiny and the Growing 

Nation,” pp. 196-209  

• TCI Online,  “Manifest  Destiny  and  the  Growing  Nation,” 

(Geography Challenge, Response Group)  

• “TCI USI, Chapter 14, “Andrew Jackson and the Growth of 

American Democracy,”  Section 14.7, “Jackson’s Indian 

Policy,”   pp. 192 –194, 439 - 441  

Other:  

• Discovery Education,  “Gone West: The  Growth of a 

Nation.”   (26:25)  

• Westward Expansion: Encounters at a Cultural Crossroads    

• University of VA Historical Census Browser   

• National 

Geographic,  “Lewis  and  Clark:  Interactive  Journey”   

• Discovery Education,  “Westward Strategy: The Louisiana  

Purchase and the Lewis and Clark Expedition,”  (26:00)  

• The Journals of the Lewis and Clark Expedition  

 John Adams—Thomas Jefferson 

 Jefferson’s desire for Manifest Destiny 

 Lewis and Clark:   

    -Who were they?    

   -How did their journey begin?    

 -Why did Jefferson have them go on the expedition? 

 Kids Discover Lewis & Clark Magazine with questions 

 Westward Expansion Map—give overview (students will 

complete this as they go through the Unit) 

 Pioneers (Daniel Boone, the Wilderness Road, Pioneer Roads 

East of the Mississippi) 

 Thinking About the Way West/Jefferson’s Presidency 

 

-Create a Westward Expansion Map, which shows routes that 

people would take when moving west and routes of 

transportation in the 1800’s 

-Create a list of supplies your family would need to travel west 

-Write a journal entry for one of the characters on the Lewis 

and Clark trail 

 On-Going 

Formative 

Assessments in the 

form of 

flashbacks/entrance 

slips/exit slips/etc. 

 

 Teacher Created 

Summative 

Assessment 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

-Kids Discover Native American Magazine 

-Kids Discover Lewis and Clark Magazine and Questions 

Reform 
Movements 

 

Essential 

Questions: 

• How does 

culture develop 

in a 

marginalized 

group?   

• Why do some 
people in a 
society dedicate 
their lives to 
helping others? 

 
 

 spoils system 

 Jacksonian Democracy 

 James Polk 

 Brigham Young 

 Mormons 

 Chinese 

 Abolition 

 Sojourner Truth 

 Seneca Falls Convention 

 Suffrage 

 Immigration 

 

CLTs: 

• I can explain and describe the impact of the following 

reform movements: 

      o abolitionist movement  

      o women’s rights movement  

      o temperance movement  

      o prison reform movement  

      o education reform movement  

• I can explain how the Great Awakening encouraged 

people to reform America.  

• I can describe the impact of the Industrial Revolution on 

the United States as a whole, as well as on society. 

 

TCI:  

• TCI USI, Chapter 20, “African Americans at Mid-Century,” 

pp. 268-283  

• TCI Online,  “African Americans in the Mid 1800s” (Writing 

for Understanding)  

• Chapter 18,  “An Era of Reform, ” (Geography Challenge)  

• TCI USI, Chapter 18, “An Era of Reform,” pp. 240-251  

•  TCI Online,  “An Era of Reform” (Response Group, 

Processing)  

Other:  

• Kentucky Opera Education, OH, Freedom!  

• www.Docsteach.org  

• PBS Online,  “Africans in America, Judgment Day, Part 4: 

1831-1865”   

 

 On-Going 

Formative 

Assessments in the 

form of 

flashbacks/entrance 

slips/exit slips/etc. 

 

 Teacher Created 

Summative 

Assessment 

 

Industrialization 
 
 

Essential 

Questions: 

• Why did 

conflicts arise 

among different 

regions and the 

government of 

the United 

States?   

• How might 

advances in 

technology affect 

different levels of 

society?  

 Cotton gin 

 cotton belt 

 Nat Turner Rebellion 

 Eli Whitney 

 railroads 

 Steam Engine 

 Robert Fulton 

 Industrial Revolution 

 Textiles 

 Technology 

 interchangeable parts 

 entrepreneur 

 entrepreneurship, 

 Samuel Slater 

 Lowell System 

 Trade Union 

 Strikes 

 

• www.docsteach.org “RAFTing the Monroe Doctrine” 

(requires free registration)  

• http://mapserver.lib.virginia.edu/  University of Virginia 

Historical Census Browser  

• University of Virginia Historical Census Browser  
• Discovery Education,  “Living  History:  Living During the 

Industrial Revolution”   

TCI:  

• TCI, History Alive! The United States through Industrialism, 

2011  

(hereafter designated as TCI USI), Chapter 19, “The Worlds of 

North and South,” pp. 252-267  

• TCI Online,  “The Worlds of North and  South”  (Visual 

Discovery & Processing)  

Other:  

• Discovery Education , “Causes of the Civil War”  (14 

minutes)  

 On-Going 

Formative 

Assessments in the 

form of 

flashbacks/entrance 

slips/exit slips/etc. 

 

 Teacher Created 

Summative 

Assessment 

 



• How are 

different 

geographic 

regions 

interdependent 

on one another? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Concrete 

 Telegraph 

 Reaper 

 Morse Code 

 Transcontinental 

 

CLTs: 

• I can cite agreements, treaties, and compromises to 

describe the American System theory, and explain 

conflicts between nationalism and sectionalism.  

• I can describe how differences in the scarcity of 

resources, transportation, and technological advances in 

the North and South defined the economic system in the 

United States.  

• I can describe the impact of economic development on 

various groups (e.g. rural/city, factory workers/farmers, 

enslaved person/free person of color, men/women, 

northerner/ southerner). 

• University of Virginia Historical Census Browser 

 Roads, Rivers, & Rails— 

 Erie Canal: Transportation changes (flatboat to steamboats, 

canals, railroads) Song-“Erie Canal” 

Industrial Revolution Stations (lesson description in binder) 2 

days: Kids Discover Magazine: Industrial Revolution-- 

Working Conditions: Songs-“Peg & Awl” and “Four Pence a 

Day, Industrial Rev Website, Comparing Children’s Lives Past 

and Present  (Write to Learn Activity) 
 Overview-Moving to Texas—the Alamo 

 Songs: “Texas and the Mexican War” 

 War with Mexico-Texas gains independence 

 Western Trails-Why were people moving west?    

 Oregon Trail-most famous trail—song 

 What happened in California in 1848?   What is the 

significance of this event?   

 Communication and Transportation: the Pony Express, 

Transcontinental Railroad—How did immigrants play a 

role in the creation of this Railroad?  
 1912-48 States…thirty-five years later, in 1959, the 49th and 

50th states were added to the Union (Alaska and Hawaii 

overview) 

Mormon Trail-Brigham Young, using irrigation-moving for 

religious reasons   
-Kids Discover Pioneers Magazine and Questions 

-Select the most significant invention studied and justify your 

choice 

-Describe the changes in American agriculture from its use to 

cash crops 

 

 



 

 

UNIT 8: THE CIVIL WAR  
 

*Essential Questions for this Unit:  

• How did the conflict over slavery affect the growth of the United States?  

• Why did the southern states decide to leave the union?   

• How can changes in the war effect changes in society? 

CORE CONTENT STANDARDS 

 
Government and Civics  
SS-08-1.1.3 Students will describe 
and give examples of the ways the 
Constitution of the United States is a 
document that can be changed from 
time to time through both formal and 
informal processes (e.g., 
amendments, court cases, executive 
actions) to meet the needs of its 
citizens.  
 
 
Cultures and Societies  
SS-08-2.3.1 Students will explain how 
conflict and competition (e.g., 
political, economic, religious, ethnic) 
occurred among individuals and 
groups in the United States prior to 
Reconstruction.  
 
 
Economics  
SS-08-3.1.1 Students will explain and 
give examples of how scarcity 
required individuals, groups, and the 
government in the United States 
prior to Reconstruction to make 
decisions about how productive 
resources (natural resources, human 
resources, capital goods) were used.  

 
 
 
 
Geography  
SS-08-4.1.1 Students will use a variety of 
geographic tools (maps, photographs, 
charts, graphs, databases) to interpret 
patterns and locations on Earth’s surface 
in the United States prior to 
Reconstruction.  
 
 
 
 
 

Historical Perspective  
SS-08-5.1.1 Students will use a variety of 
tools (e.g., primary and secondary 
sources) to describe and explain 
historical events and conditions and to 
analyze   the perspectives of different 
individuals and groups (e.g., gender, 
race, region, ethnic group, age, 
economic status, religion, political 
group) in U.S. history prior to 
Reconstruction.   
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SS-08-5.1.2 Students will explain how 
history is a series of connected events 
shaped by multiple cause-and-effect 
relationships  
 

 
 
 
SS-08-5.2.4 Students will describe the 
political, social, economic and cultural 
differences (e.g., slavery, industrialism vs. 
agrarianism, federal vs. states’ rights) 
among sections of the U.S. and explain how 
these differences resulted in the American 
Civil War. human needs, structure society 
and influence behavior. 

  
 

 



Specific 
Content Area 

Vocabulary/Concepts/Skills/CLTs 
 

Activities/Resources Assessments 

The Civil War 

 
 
*Underground 
Railroad 
 
*Events leading 
the Civil War 
 
*The Civil War 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 Abolition 

 Underground Railroad 

 Frederick Douglass 

 Harriet Tubman 

 Emancipation 

 Secede 

 Sectionalism 

 Kansas-Nebraska Act 

 Missouri Compromise 

 Compromise of 1850 

 Uncle Tom’s Cabin 

 Dred Scott 

 Lincoln-Douglas Debates 

 Abraham Lincoln 

 Stephen Douglas 

 Jefferson Davis 

 Confederacy 

 Union 

 Ulysses S. Grant 

 Robert E. Lee 

 secession, Fort Sumter 

 border states 

 Battle of Gettysburg 

 Gettysburg Address 

 Ironclads 

 Sherman’s March to the Sea 

 Emancipation Proclamation 

 Clara Barton 

 Appomattox Courthouse 

 

 

 

 

 

CLTs:  
I • I can summarize the critical developments leading to 

the Civil War:  

       o the Missouri Compromise (1820)  

      o the South Carolina Nullification Crisis (1832-1833)  

     o the Wilmot Proviso (1846)  

     o the Compromise of 1850  

TCI:  

• TCI, History Alive! The United States through Industrialism, 

2011 (hereafter designated as TCI USI), Chapter 21, “A 

Dividing Nation,” pp. 286-301  

• TCI Online,  “A  Dividing  Nation”  (Visual Discovery and 

Processing will cover both compromise and conflict topics.)  

• TCI, History Alive! The United States through Industrialism, 

2011 (hereafter designated as TCI USI), Chapter 22, “The Civil 

War,” Sections 22.1 – 22.4, pp. 302-311  

• TCI USI, Chapter 22, “The Civil War,” Sections 22.5-22.9, 

pp. 312-321  

• TCI Online,  “The Civil War”  (Experiential Exercise – Battle 

of Gettysburg)  

Other:  

• Kentucky Opera Education, OH, Freedom!  

• University of Virginia Historical Census Browser  

• Teaching History  

• The Gilder-Lehrman Institute for American 

History,  “Slavery and Anti-Slavery”   essay by David Brion 

Davis  

• PBS Online,  “Africans in America – Judgment Day, Part 4: 

1831-1865”   

• Dred Scott Decision – National Archives  

• The Compromise of 1850 & The Fugitive Slave Act – 

PBS.org selected resources   

• Smithsonian’s History Explorer, “Comparing Confederate 

and Union Soldiers in the Civil War”  

• Civil War Interactive Poster   

• “Civil War Effects on Soldiers and Families”  

• National Archives, America’s Historical Documents: The 

Emancipation Proclamation  

• KET, A State Divided: Exploring the Civil War in Kentucky 

through Images   

•  “Civil War Causes and Effects”   

• National Archives,  “Teaching  with  

• Documents: The Civil War as Photographed by Matthew 

Brady”   

• Smithsonian’ s  History  Explorer , “The Civil War”  

 
-Kids Discover Underground Railroad and Civil War 

Magazines and questions 

-Interactive activities through Underground Railroad stations: 

technology, Uncle Tom’s cabin, Follow the Drinking Gourd, 

Magazines 

 On-Going 

Formative 

Assessments in the 

form of 

flashbacks/entrance 

slips/exit slips/etc. 

 

 Teacher Created 

Summative 

Assessment 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



       o the publication of Harriet Beecher Stowe’s Uncle 

Tom’s Cabin (1851-1852)  

     o the Kansas-Nebraska Act (1854)  

     o the Dred Scott Supreme Court case (1857)  

     o the Lincoln-Douglas debates (1858)  

     o John Brown’s raid on Harper’s Ferry (1859)  

     o the election of Abraham Lincoln (1860)  

• I can, on a map of North America, identify Union and 

Confederate States at the outbreak of the war.  

• I can explain the strengths and weaknesses of the North 

and South.  

• I can analyze Abraham Lincoln’s presidency, the 

Emancipation Proclamation (1863), his views on slavery, 

and the political obstacles he encountered.  

• I can analyze the roles and policies of various Civil War 

leaders and describe the important Civil War battles and 

events.  

• I can explain the consequences of the war for the North 

and the South. 

-Create a timeline of significant events that relate to slavery 

prior to the Civil War (Underground Railroad, etc.) 

 Underground Railroad-overview of how slavery 

originated.   How did it end up here? 

 The Monroe Doctrine—split widening between Free and 

Slave States  

 

-Discuss and debate issues of the differences between North 

and South 

-Select a person who was involved in slavery and give an oral 

presentation on that topic 

-Visit Underground Railroad Freedom Center Museum 

 

-Discuss major battles and plot on a map 

-Evaluate the government’s efforts to reach a compromise 

when it involved the issue of slavery.  Describe the 

compromise and why it did not work 

-Evaluate how America would be different today if the South 

had won the Civil War, in small groups.  Discuss how each 

side would have reacted to significant events in the 20th 

Century 

-Compile a notebook of songs from this time period and 

explain how each contained an important message for a certain 

group of people.  Also find similar songs that do that today. 

(United and Divided Book) 

-Civil War Primary Sources: Documents to Review 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EXTRA RESOURCES:  

Foldables:  
http://ushistory.pwnet.org/links/foldables.php 

  
More Foldables: 
http://vastudies.pwnet.org/coolstuff/foldables.html 

http://ushistory.pwnet.org/links/foldables.php
http://vastudies.pwnet.org/coolstuff/foldables.html


 

Strategies for all Social Studies Units: 
  

  Videos clips/Songs:   Video clips from United Streaming along with other video clips from KET, etc. to show students the concepts while 
teaching.  Songs can be used to help these learners hear about the concept from various sources.    

  Cloze Activities:  Using guided cloze activities is a strategy that can be used with partners or teacher led small group instruction to help guide 
instruction.  This strategy even helps struggling learners become interested in finding the answers in the passage.  This was also excellent 
reading practice for all students. 

  Real-World Connections: When teaching a concept, always try to relate it to their life.  For example, when discussing sharecropping in the 
South after the Civil War.   In whole-group instruction, pick a couple of students and tell a story about how one was the farmer and another 
student was sharecropping on his/her land….by relating a concept to real people rather than just the names or concepts in the text, students 
were able to better grasp the concept.   This doesn’t have to take extra time, it can be used within class discussion. 

  Supplemental Text Materials:   Kids Discover Magazines are a great resource for all levels of learners.  With the lower level learners, David 
Adler’s biography books are excellent and correlate with particular historical time period.  For example, read whole group aloud the  
“Abraham Lincoln” Biography (it is a simple but yet informational read).  It does not take a lot of time to read it within class discussion.  Even 
when reading whole group, all levels of learners enjoyed these.  There are a bunch of Adler books on different people throughout history 
(George Washington, Sojourner Truth, Teddy Roosevelt, Rosa Parks, etc.).  Other text materials were books from Scholastic Book Fairs that 
were colorful and had interesting stories.  Sometimes you can just read the interesting facts from the books and show them pictures.  All 
levels of learners loved these resources.  Leave them on your SmartBoard easel so that student can look at them throughout the day.   

  Posters/Visual Aids:   For those learners who struggle, referring to visual aids such as posters, pictures on the Smartboard, etc. helps them to 
understand better.  Posters of different events and vocabulary words to know.  Other poster maps of the Thirteen Colonies, Native 
Americans, etc. are also excellent resources.    

  
 

 


